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USENIX
notes

U S E N IX  BO A RD  O F  DI R E C TO R S

Communicate directly with the
USENIX Board of Directors by 
writing to board@usenix.org.

P R E S I D E NT

Michael B. Jones, 
mike@usenix.org

V I C E  P R E S I D E NT

Clem Cole, 
clem@usenix.org

S E C R E TA RY

Alva Couch, 
alva@usenix.org

TR E A S UR E R

Theodore Ts’o, 
ted@usenix.org

D I R E C TO R S

Matt Blaze, 
matt@usenix.org

Jon “maddog” Hall,
maddog@usenix.org

Geoff Halprin, 
geoff@usenix.org

Marshall Kirk McKusick,
kirk@usenix.org

E XE C U TIV E  D I R E CTO R

Ellie Young, 
ellie@usenix.org

2 0 YE A R S  AG O  I N  ; LO G I N :

P E T E R  H . S A L U S
p e t e r @ u s e n i x. o rg

The August 1985 issue of ;login:
contained an article on “Using
fsck,” by Michael S. Saxon (Singa-
pore), and a very long (30-page)
report on the EUUG meeting
(Peter Collinson, secretary). It also
contained the 1984-fiscal-year
account statements and the con-
tents of the 85.1 Distribution Tape,
prepared by Peter Gross of the
High Altitude Observatory.

Perhaps the most interesting thing
about the 85.1 tape was that it
came in two different forms: one
without restrictions, one requiring
both AT&T and UC licenses.

That was because Rick Macklem’s
support for 2.9BSD on the DEC
PRO 350 required a UC 2.9 license.

The other contributions had no
license restrictions. Those contri-
butions were:

Ingres Rdb distribution (“with
many bug fixes”), submitted by Joe
Kalash (UCB).

fps, a fast version of ps for
“4.?BSD,” submitted by Andrew
Royappa (Purdue).

nu, “a program to help a UNIX sys-
tem manager create, modify, delete,
and destroy user accounts,” from
Brian Reid (Stanford).

Finally, Peter Langston (Bellcore)
submitted his legendary games
tape. It contained (mostly) binaries
for both VAX and Sun, including
Beasts, Bog, Bolo, Convoy, Dune,
Empire, Fast Food, Grid, Oracle,
Race, StarDrek, Wander, and War.

Wow!

A L A N DM A R K

In August 1955 the RAND Corpo-
ration sponsored a meeting in Los
Angeles for the operators of all 17
IBM 704s. It gave rise to an organi-
zation called SHARE, the first com-
puter user group—and (as the
name reflected) the first to freely

U S E N I X M E M B ER  B E NE F I T S

Members of the USENIX Associa-
tion receive the following benefits:

F R E E  S U B S C R I P T I O N to ; l o g i n :, the Associ-
a t i o n ’s magazine, published six times
a year, featuring technical art i c l e s ,
system administration articles, tips
and techniques, practical columns on
such topics as security, Perl, Java, and
operating systems, book reviews, and
summaries of sessions at USENIX
c o n f e re n c e s .

A C C E S S  T O  ; L O G I N : online from October
1997 to this month: 
w w w. u s e n i x . o rg / p u b l i c a t i o n s / l o g i n / .

A C C E S S  T O  P A P E R S f rom USENIX c o n f e r-
ences online: 
w w w. u s e n i x . o rg / p u b l i c a t i o n s /
l i b r a ry / p ro c e e d i n g s /

T H E  R I G H T  T O  V O T E  on matters aff e c t i n g
the Association, its bylaws, and elec-
tion of its directors and offic e r s .

D I S C O U N T S on registration fees for all
USENIX confere n c e s .

D I S C O U N T S on the purchase of proceed-
ings and CD-ROMs from USENIX
conferences. 

S P E C I A L  D I S C O U N T S  on a variety of pro d-
ucts, books, software, and periodi-
cals. For details, see 
w w w. u s e n i x . o rg /m e m b e r s h i p
/ s p e c i a l d i s c . h t m l .

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  re g a rd i n g
membership or benefits, please see
w w w. u s e n i x . o rg/membership/ 
or contact offic e @ u s e n i x . o rg .
Phone: 510-528-8649
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distribute software. In fact, some
of those programs are still avail-
able.

Fifty years! Happy golden anniver-
sary.


