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Qut r age

Do you keep up with vari ous con-
troversies? |’ mnot tal king about
the Iraq Vér, which seens to be
the nunber one controver sy
right nonw |I'mnot even tal king
about voting nachine issue in
Glifornia |'mtalking about a
little known controversy sur -
roundi ng a chenmcal that

is found through the world and is
extrenel y dangerous.

Wiat does this have to do wth
;logn and conputers? The main
data cl eari nghouse is | ocated on
the Véb at http://

www. dhno. org . For what ever
reason, little infornation has
nade it into the print nedia or
other news services. In fact, this
siteis anost the only inforna-
tion source that presents the
DD data in this way. | think
it’sinportant that this site be
under st ood — and outrage about it
put into context.

Basically, the Wb site provides
pages and pages of di scussions,
facts, and recommendati ons about
the chem cal known as DHVD

di hydrogen nonoxi de. The site

i ncl udes:

= Environnental inpact state-
ments — “DHMD contri but es
to global warning and the
“Geenhouse Efect”; it is one
of the so-called ‘ G eenhouse
gases'. It is a causative agend
in nost instances of soil ero-
sion. . . . Masurable level s of
DHVD have been verified in
i ce sanpl es taken fromboth
the Artic and Atarctic ice
caps. Recent nassive DHMD
exposures have led to | oss of
life and property in Galifor -
nia, the USMdwest, and the

Phi lippines, just to nane a
few

= Rel ationshi ps to cancer —
“The causative link . . . has
not been established, although
a significant anount of evi -
dence seens to suggest that
OHVWD at least plays arole in
the fornati on of cancer,

i ncludi ng: Hodgkin's | ym
phoma, . . . chondrosarcona,
fibrosarcona, col orectal can-
cer, leukemma . . .” [another
hal f dozen are listed.] L nks
to cancer agencies are

i ncl uded.

s CHVD and the dairy industry
— DHVD i s used t hr oughout
the Us and international dairy
industries. DHVDis found in
every nation's mlk supply.
No regul ations exist for using
CHVDin dairy cattle, though
it iswdely used to increase
m| k producti on.

= The |ink between DHVD and
child safety —inhaling it even
insnall quantities causes far
too nany deaths (actual sta-
tistic for just one age group:
3.1 deat hs per 100, 000
children ages 1-4 in the year
2000 died this way in the
UsA) .

Ot her Dangers

Sol i d DHVD causes ti ssue danage
in prol onged exposure; DHVDis a
naj or conponent of acid rain.
Gaseous DHWD causes severe
burns; liquid DHVD “l eads to
corrosi on and oxi dati on of nany
netals.” “DHMD i s often associ -
ated wth killer cyclones in the
US Madwest and el sewhere.”

CHVD is used “as an industrial
sol vent and cool ant, in nucl ear
power plans . . . by elite athletes
to i nprove perfornance, in the
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production of styrofoam. . . in
abortion clinics, incut rituas .
. . by nmany terrorist organi za-
tions, in anina research |abo-
ratories, and in pesticide
production and distribution.”

The Veéb site goes into great
detai | about DHMD s cheni cal
properties, why it shoul d be
banned, and the fact that CHMDi s
found in al nost every river,

| ake, ocean, and stream-— worl d-
w de.

Ot her Assessnents

ne of ny ol d graduate schooal
friends told his daughter’s chem
istry teacher about the DHVD
Vb site. She assigned the class a
qui ck research project to learn
about the dangers of DHVD
assess its current inpact on

soci ety, and wite a short
report/action plan. 100% of

t hem cane back with al arm st
summari es and action plans that
tended toward banni ng the sub-
stance altogether. | think this
speaks worl ds about the site and
about how chenistry students

vi ew today’ s acadenmi ¢ chal | enges.

A Chal | enge For You
Qitrage is easy; actionis nore
chal l enging. Hease go to the b
site yoursel f and check it out. Gat
the facts you need. If you get out
of it wat | did, please seek out
others to spread the word about
its data — and about outrage. |
fear that our society is way too
nani pul at ed by various sources
of infornation and data. It’s sites
like this that expose our nani p-
ul ation by the nedia and poten-
tially enable us to get a better
viewpoint on howto deal with

i nfornati on we are present ed.

¥ nust conserve our outrage
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Save the Dat el

LISt 04

18th Large Installation
Syst ens
Admni stration Gonfer -
ence
Novenber 14-19, 2004
Alanta, Georgia

Joi n system network,
security, and other com
puting admnistrators at

LISA’ 04
to exchange i deas,
shar pen

skills, learn newtech-

ni ques, debate current

| ssues, and

neet col | eagues and

friends.

http: // waw useni x. or g/
li sa04
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