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USENIX 
notes

us e n ix m e m b e r b e n e F it s

Members of the USENIX Association 
 receive the following benefits:

free subscrIP tIon to ;login:, the Associa-
tion’s magazine, published six times 
a year, featuring technical articles, 
system administration articles, tips 
and techniques, practical columns 
on such topics as security, Perl, net-
works, and operating systems, book 
reviews, and summaries of sessions 
at USENIX conferences.

access to ; lo gIn : online from October 
1997 to this month: 
www.usenix.org/publications/login/.

dIscounts on registration fees for all 
 USENIX conferences.

dIscounts on the purchase of proceed-
ings and CD-ROMs from USENIX 
conferences. 

sPecIal dIscounts on a variety of prod-
ucts, books, software, and periodi-
cals: www.usenix.org/membership/
specialdisc.html.

the rIght to vote on matters affecting 
the Association, its bylaws, and elec-
tion of its directors and officers.

for more Infor m atIon regarding mem-
bership or benefits, please see  
www.usenix.org/membership/ 
or contact office@usenix.org. 
Phone: 510-528-8649

u s e n i x b OA r d O F d i r ec tO r s

Communicate directly with the 
 USENIX Board of Directors by  
writing to board@usenix.org.

President

Clem Cole, Intel 
clem@usenix.org

Vi ce President

Margo Seltzer, Harvard University 
margo@usenix.org

secre ta ry

Alva Couch, Tufts University 
alva@usenix.org

tre a surer

Brian Noble, University of Michigan 
brian@usenix.org

direc to r s

Matt Blaze, University of Pennsylvania 
matt@usenix.org

Gerald Carter, Samba.org/ 
Likewise Software 
jerry@usenix.org

Rémy Evard, Novartis 
remy@usenix.org

Niels Provos, Google 
niels@usenix.org

e xecutiVe direc tor

Ellie Young, 
ellie@usenix.org

us e n ix L i F e ti m e Ach i e V e m e nt AWA r d

2008 Flame award winner:  

andrew S. Tanenbaum

The 2008 USENIX Lifetime Achievement 
Award (“The Flame”) went to Andrew S. 
Tanenbaum for his many contributions to 
systems design and to openness both in 
discussion and in source.

Andrew S. Tanenbaum has researched 
and written extensively on topics relevant 
to systems design and implementation. 
He has developed compilers, operating 
systems, and tools to help learn about, 
research, and teach important concepts. 
Multiple generations of engineers have 
read and learned from his books, which 
are to be found on the shelves of all 
serious computer science students and 
practitioners. We reference them often, 
since his lucid prose has clarified some 
of the most complicated ideas in systems. 
Andy has inspired healthy debate in our 
field, always focusing on what ideas are 
truly fundamental. He has long been a 
proponent of making everything open 
and available to all. Long before the terms 
“free” and “open source” were coined, he 
described computer science experiments 
as needing to be repeatable and transpar-
ent. He made his tools and technologies 
available in source, so we have been able 
to see what he and his team have done.

s O F t WA r e tO O L s us e r g rO u P AWA r d

2008 STuG award winnerS: bryan m. CanTrill, 

miChael w. Shapiro, and adam h. levenThal

At the 2004 USENIX Annual Techni-
cal Conference, Bryan Cantrill, Michael 
Shapiro, and Adam Leventhal presented a 
paper on DTrace, which they described as 
“a new facility for dynamic instrumenta-
tion of production systems [which] fea-

Andrew Tanenbaum and USENIX President 
Clem Cole assembling the Flame Award

Bryan Cantrill (left) and Adam Leventhal (center) 
receiving the STUG Award from Clem Cole
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tures the ability to dynamically instru-
ment both user-level and kernel-level 
software in a unified and absolutely 
safe fashion.” The first component of 
the OpenSolaris project to have its 
source code released under the Com-
mon Development and Distribution 
License, DTrace was the Gold winner 
in the Wall Street Journal’s 2006 Tech-
nology Innovation Awards contest. It 
is a positive demonstration of DTrace’s 
design and implementation that this 
low-level performance tool originally 
written for OpenSolaris has already 
been ported to other operating sys-
tems, including many of the usual and 
popular ones.

USENIX is pleased to honor the 
DTrace Three for their powerful soft-
ware tracing facility. It has greatly 
broadened our view into OS and appli-
cation behavior both at the user level 
and inside the kernel, on live systems, 
with zero effect on the system except 
when it’s explicitly enabled.

The winners generously donated the 
cash award to support USENIX pre-
college student programs.

us e n ix A ss O ci Ati O n F i n A n ci A L  
r e P O rt FO r 2 0 07

Ellie Young, Executive Director

The following information is provided 
as the annual report of the USENIX 
Association’s finances. The accompa-
nying statements have been reviewed 
by Michelle Suski, CPA, in accordance 
with Statements on Standards for Ac-
counting and Review Services issued 
by the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants. The 2007 finan-
cial statements were also audited by 
McSweeney & Associates, CPAs. Ac-
companying the statements are sev-
eral charts that illustrate where your 
USENIX and SAGE membership dues 
go. The Association’s complete finan-
cial statements for the fiscal year ended 
December 31, 2007, are available on 
request.

USENIX continues to be a healthy 
organization. For fiscal year 2007, 
USENIX incurred a slight deficit in 
operations of $100K. The additional 
$356K in gains in investment income, 
interest, and dividend income from the 

Reserve Fund meant that we ended the 
fiscal year with a $245K increase in 
net assets.

uSeniX memberShip dueS and eXpenSeS

USENIX averaged 5,400 members in 
2007, which is similar to the previ-
ous year. Of these, 2,400 opted for 
SAGE membership as well, and 500 
people are SAGE-only members. Chart 
1 shows the total USENIX member-
ship dues revenue ($544K) for 2007, 
divided by membership type. Chart 2 
presents how those dues were spent. 
Note that all costs for producing con-
ferences, including staff, marketing, 
and sales and exhibits, are covered by 
revenue generated by the conferences. 
Chart 3 demonstrates how the money 
allocated to student programs, spon-
sorship of other conferences, and stan-
dards activities ($230K) was spent in 
2007. Chart 4 shows how the USENIX 
administrative expenses were allo-
cated. Chart 5 shows where the $165K 
to provide SAGE benefits and services 
was spent (note: SAGE member dues 
revenue was $128K).
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