
talitarianism was the enormous ef-
fect exerted by messages . . . using
. . . electronics communications
technology.”

But my favorite remarks are by
Philip Hughes, co-founder in 1969
of Logica and unsung software
hero: “I believe . . . the next 40
years will see much more dramatic
change than the past 40 years.”
Hughes itemizes some of the ad-
vances: 

n Optical fibre
n Communications satellites
n Electronic mail 
n Video communications
n Mobile phones

Not at all shabby. In fact, I think
Hughes is the only one in these
two books who lands in the gold.

But I think it’s important to realize
just how poorly we do at forecast-
ing the future.

I’ve been hearing more and more
about the “intelligent” home for
the past 15 years. Yet every living
room I’ve been in over the past
year has a “blinking” VCR/DVD
player. I can’t enumerate the num-
ber of cars I’ve been in with the
wrong time. If folks can’t set/fix
these, what good will more ad-
vanced features be?

When I was at Penguicon, I was
asked how come I knew “this
stuff” when “my parents can’t send
email? And you’re older than they
are.” I don’t know. But I know that
Bill Gates’ recent talk about intelli-
gent home appliances was just
that: talk.

Heinlein talked of his work as “fu-
ture history.” We’re making that
history . . . but we don’t know
what it will be.

Note: I went to my first USENIX
Conference in Toronto in 1979.
I’ve been writing in ;login: for 20
years. This will be my last history
column. Thanks for all the fish.
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R O B  K O L S T A D ,
U S A C O  H E A D  C O A C H

kolstad@usenix.org

Last issue, I wrote all about the
USA Computing Olympiad and
the USA Invitational Computer
Olympiad. We chose four students
to represent the U.S.A. at the Inter-
national Olympiad on Informatics,
the high school programming
world championships, which were
held in Nowy Sacz, Poland, Au-
gust 18–25.

I am delighted to report that our
four students excelled. Veterans
Eric Price and Alex Schwendner
joined with John Pardon and Matt
McCutchen to garner four gold
medals. Eric Price achieved the
rare perfect score, earning 300
points on each day of the
competition.

LEFT TO RIGHT: ALEX SCHWENDNER, ERIC

PRICE, JOHN PARDON, MATT MCCUTCHEN

This is an extraordinary event,
rarely achieved and almost never
repeated. That being said, both
China and the Slovak Republic
also won four gold medals, leaving
only 12 medals for the remaining
67 countries.

The 2005–2006 season is gearing
up with contests scheduled for:

n December 9–12, 2005 
n January 13–16, 2006 
n February 10–13, 2006 
n March 17–20, 2006 
n April 27, 2006

If you know pre-college students
who would enjoy competing,
please send them to http://www
.usaco.org to learn all about how it
works.

Thanks to USENIX for their
tremendous support over the
years!

The USACO continues to strive to
accomplish its mission with an ex-
panding number of programs and
qualifying events. If you’d like to
assist or if your organization
would like to support the USACO,
please contact Rob Kolstad at
kolstad@usenix.org.

TH A N KS  TO  O U R  VO LU NTE E R S

E L L I E  Y O U N G ,
U S E N I X  E X E C U T I V E
D I R E C T O R

ellie@usenix.org

USENIX’s success would not be
possible without the volunteers
who lend their expertise and sup-
port for our conferences, publica-
tions, and member services. While
there are many who serve on pro-
gram committees, coordinate the
various activities at the confer-
ences, work on committees, and
contribute to this magazine, I
would like to make special men-
tion of the following individuals
who made significant contribu-
tions in 2005:

The program chairs for our 2005
conferences:

Vivek Pai, General Track at 2005
USENIX Annual Technical Con-
ference

Niels Provos, FREENIX/Open
Source Track at USENIX ’05

Amin Vahdat and David Wetherall,
2nd NSDI

David Kotz and Brian Noble, pro-
gram chairs, Third MobiSys 

Kang G. Shin, general chair, Third
MobiSys

Ron Ambrosio, Chatschik
Biskdikian, Maria Papdopouli,
and Dina Papagiannaki, program
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chairs for the two workshops held
in conjunction with MobiSys ’05

Michael Hind and Jan Vitek, Inter-
national Conference on Virtual
Execution Environments

Margo Seltzer, HotOS X
Dina Katabi and Balachander 

Krishnamurthy, Steps to Reducing
Unwanted Traffic on the Internet
Workshop

Ted Ts’o, 2005 Linux Kernel Devel-
opers Summit

Patrick McDaniel, 14th USENIX
Security Symposium

David Blank-Edelman, 19th LISA 
Brad Karp and Vivek Pai, 2nd

Workshop on Real, Large Distrib-
uted Systems

Garth Gibson, 4th USENIX Confer-
ence on File and Storage Tech-
nologies

Invited Talk/Special Track Chairs
and Coordinators:

USENIX ’05:
Ethan Miller and Erez Zadok, In-

vited Talks
Atul Adya, Poster Session 

Security ’05:
Virgil Gligor and Gary McGraw,

Invited Talks

LISA ’05:
Adam Moskowitz and Bill LeFeb-

vre, Invited Talks
Philip Kizer, Guru Is In Sessions
Luke Kanies, Workshops

And:

Victor Bahl for his efforts on the
steering committee for MobiSys
’05

B. Krishnamurthy for his efforts as
liaison and his work on the steer-
ing committee for the SIG-
COMM/USENIX Internet Mea-
surement Conference

Peter Honeyman for his efforts in
reaching out to other groups, in-
ternational and domestic: the
OpenAFS community, the SANE
conference, What the Hack, and
the Middleware conference

Jennifer Davis of BayLISA in help-
ing USENIX organize the first SF

Bay Area Super User Group meet-
ing, held in November 2005

Michael B. Jones, Clem Cole, Alva
Couch, Theodore Ts’o, Matt Blaze,
Jon Hall, Geoff Halprin, and Kirk
McKusick, for their service on the
USENIX Board in 2005

Rob Kolstad and Don Piele for
their efforts with the USA Com-
puting Olympiad, sponsored by
USENIX

Kirk McKusick and Dan Geer for
serving on the USENIX 2006
Nominating Committee

Mike Jones for serving as liaison to
the Computing Research Associa-
tion

USENIX is grateful to all!
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Conference Network Policy: As
many of you know, USENIX pro-
vides open and insecure wireless
connectivity at most of our confer-
ences. The following policy was
adopted earlier this year regarding
use of the conference network:

USENIX may monitor the confer-
ence network. USENIX strongly
recommends that all users encrypt
their transmissions, and users are
solely responsible for the security
of their passwords and data. Illicit
or intrusive use of the network, in-
cluding packet sniffing, is express-
ly forbidden. Offenders of this pol-
icy will be given a verbal warning
on the first offense, and ousted
from the conference on the second
offense.

Fraudulent Paper Submissions:
USENIX has adopted the following
policy in response to the growing
problem of people submitting ir-
regular or fraudulent paper sub-
missions to conferences. The poli-
cy is included in all Calls for
Papers:

Simultaneous submission of the
same work to multiple venues,
submission of previously pub-
lished work, and plagiarism con-
stitute dishonesty or fraud.
USENIX, like other scientific and
technical conferences and jour-
nals, prohibits these practices and
may, on the recommendation of a
program chair, take action against
authors who have committed
them. In some cases, program
committees may share information
about submitted papers with other
conference chairs and journal edi-
tors to ensure the integrity of pa-
pers under consideration. If a vio-
lation of these principles is found,
sanctions may include, but are not
limited to, barring the authors
from submitting to or participating
in USENIX conferences for a set
period, contacting the authors’ in-
stitutions, and publicizing the de-
tails of the case.

USENIX Annual Technical Confer-
ence: USENIX has been experi-
menting with formats and time-
frame. It was decided that in
future years the conference would
move back to a June timeframe. It
will be held in regions with a
strong local IT community. The
conference will focus on bridging
the gap between academia and in-
dustry. The General Sessions refer-
eed paper track will be renamed
Systems Practice and Experience,
with an emphasis on practical im-
plementations and experimental
results. An invited talks track and
tutorials will be offered every day.
The FREENIX track will be re-
placed by a conference on experi-
mental computing systems and en-
gineering (to be held in 2007).
USENIX is also seeking more
workshops to co-locate with An-
nual Tech: A workshop on e-vot-
ing is slated for 2006.

New! HotDep ’06: USENIX will
sponsor the Second Workshop on
Hot Topics in System Dependabili-
ty (HotDep ’06), which will center
on critical components of infra-
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